Strategies to delay the onset of Alzheimer's disease.
Several processes are implicated in the neuropathology of Alzheimer's disease (AD), such as the deposition of amyloid, the formation of paired helical filaments and the proinflammatory activation of microglial and astroglial cells. Proinflammatory activation of glial cells has been a focus of research for a mere ten years now. However, the availability of and broad experience with anti-inflammatory drugs has led to several ongoing clinical trials to verify the capacity of anti-inflammatory drugs to ameliorate the deterioration in AD. The enzymatic cleavage of the amyloid-precursor-protein or the hyperphosphorylation of tau as well as the subsequent aggregation of the resulting products are further targets for drugs intended to delay the neuropathological destruction observed in AD.